I A KAl HX-A201

The HX-A201 is neatly styled
but, mechanically, exhibits many
of the drawbacks of a budget deck
in the bottom price range. Its tape
transport buttons run vertically
on the right hand side of the
cassette drive, and as with most
mechanicals the buttons are a bit
clanky.

A more important deficiency is
their pooridentification. Symbols
are impressed directly into the

plastic and lack distinguishing
coloured legends.

On the plus side, the transport
buttons are mechanically inter-
linked and will accept unusual
commands, such as fast forward
from reverse, without trouble.
More sophisticated changes like
‘punch-in’ record or fast reverse
from record mode are not possi-
ble, though it does have one touch
record.

The peak level meter has a
limited upward range and poor
resolution — only three green and
two red LEDs per channel. When
recording a piano nocturne, thev
rarely lit on low level passages.

Record level adjustment is
madeusingaslidingcontrol which
though smooth proved a tritle
flimsy, a characteristic it shares
with the manual tape selection
switch. The idenufication mark
on the latter is simply a central
groove without distinguishing
colour, making mis-selection a
probability. This is a problem
compounded by the lack of 2
display for tape selection.

The 201 has both Dolby B and
C, and a facility operated by two
push buttons: off/on and D@ﬂbv
B/C. Short travel and lack of
warning lights was, again, a
potential source of operating
error.
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Fig 1: Replay response — slight treble loss

REPLAY PERFORMANCE of
musicassettes

frequency response 30Hz-16kHz
speed accuracy +0.4%

tent, if not exceptional record/
replay head. 1t gets reasonable
signal levels onto ferric and
chrome tapes, but doesn’t manage
too well with metals, except at
high frequencies. Hiss levels were
low and hum has now been
suppressed.

Frequency response measured
flat with ferric, chrome and metal
blank tapes, as the record/replay

graphs in Fig 19 show. This was
responsible for good tonal balance
on recordings and with metal tape
we were generally impressed by a

fine sense of clarity and natural-

ness. Mild confusion sets in if it is
over-recorded so Akair’s indicated
maximum should be adhered to.
The 201’s recording quality
proved relatively good with ferric
and chrome too.
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RECORD/REPLAY
PERFORMANCE of blank tapes
frequency response (1EC Primary
Refs.)

ferric (IEC 1) 20Hz-16kHz
chrome (IEC I1) 20Hz-16kHz
metal (IEC V) 20Hz-16kHz
distortion 1.2%
hiss (Cr, Dolby out) —53dB
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